The bird dropping is the most common way by which the diseases are passed from the bird to humans. As bird feces or the contaminated soil, it rests on, dries or is disturbed, microscopic pieces break off and become airborne. These airborne particles can contain dormant fungi or bacteria. When breathed into the lungs, the warm, moist environment of the lung lining provides a breeding ground for the infectious agents. The House Crow is a public health hazard and can be a threat to humans because of being a synanthropic species.
As it is important to identify and control parasite species, that are capable of producing diseases in birds, there is a need for parasitological studies on avian species. In order to give further insights, the present study was designed to examine the prevalence of parasites detectable by fecal flotation technique in the fresh excreta samples of the House Crow (Corvus splendens) from different habitats of Ludhiana district of Punjab.
METHODS

Sample Collection
The roosting, foraging and nesting sites of the House Crow (Corvus splendens) was founded in agrifield, orchard and vegetable farms of PAU, Ludhiana and in different residential areas of Ludhiana city for the collection of fresh excreta samples. The wet excreta samples of the House Crow were collected from selected sites. The fresh samples were collected on three consecutive days in August, 2016 (New Delhi GMT/UTC + 05:30; daytime: 13h 10min, sunrise at 5:50 am, sunset at 7:00 pm) between 6:00 to 8:00 am from different sites in sterile plastic bags. The plastic bags with excreta samples were labeled with the name of site, time and date of collection and stored in refrigerator.
Laboratory Procedure
The faecal flotation technique was performed within 12 hours of collection of samples. The freshly prepared sodium chloride solution was used. Fresh fecal samples were then mixed well with salt solution with high density that helps the heavier parasite eggs to float on a solution which makes it easier to examine the prevalence of parasites under microscope. Then the prepared slides were microscopically screened at 100X and 400 X magnifications. Parasites were identified on the basis of their morphological characteristics.
RESULTS
Overall 21 samples, three from each site (4 agrifield sites, 3 residential sites) were examined. Out of these, 9 samples were positive (i.e. the samples which contain atleast one parasite). Out of 12 faecal samples from different agrifield area 6 samples (50%) were positive. Samples collected from residential sites out of 9, three samples (33.33%) were positive for parasites (Table 1 , 2). 
reported that during a survey in 63 pet birds and 83 zoo birds, strongyles were observed at the rate of 5.5%. The development of the parasite can vary greatly depending on the conditions mainly temperature and humidity. The eggs and larvae of nematode (strongyles) can both tolerate periods of low temperature but neither can survive in hot and dry weather. In perfect conditions with high humidity and temperatures exceeding 15°C most eggs will hatch within 24 hours.
The weather conditions at the time of sample collection and examination of the present studies was supportive in the growth of parasite eggs being a reason for the prevalence of these parasites in excreta samples of bird. The other parasite found was custard (Taenia spp.) that can cause many problems in a bird's stomach and intestines, but also affects the normal functions of other organs. Tapeworms, is a type of parasite which affects the bird's digestive tract. The tapeworm requires intermediate host.
Either proglottids or whole worms may be noted in the feces. In the earlier studies Tully et al (2000) defined that especially in the group of parakeets the tapeworm were the commonest observed parasite. Generally infections are non-pathogenic, but a large number of worms can cause infection. The bird microbiota has been www.tjprc.org editor@tjprc.org demonstrated to be affected by many different factors, such as infections and general health status, diet, and local parasitic communities in an environment (Rzymski et al, 2017) .
The parasites must have infected the crows when they fed on refuse around human habitation, insects and other edible things. Wild birds can acquire enteropathogens by feeding on raw sewage and garbage and can spread these agents to humans directly or by contaminating commercial operations (Reed et al, 2003) . Wild birds are important to public health because they carry emerging zoonotic pathogens, either as a reservoir host or by dispersing infected arthropod vectors (Albin et al, 2014; Ehsan et al, 2015) . The current study is the first to report the occurrence of strongyles and cestodes in the House Crow excreta samples in this area. In this study the prevalence of parasites was reported in 50% of samples from agrifield area which was comparatively higher than the samples of residential areas i.e. 33.33%. This may be because of the more diverse food availability in agrifield areas.
CONCLUSIONS
It is concluded from the findings of the present study that the introduction of parasitological examinations is needed in the field of ornithology because most of the bird diseases and infections are caused by the endoparasites that can cause infections to the other animals and humans too who came in contact with bird droppings.
